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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION

HYMNS FROM THE DASAM GRANTH contains seventy hymns
of the tenth Guru. Each hymn is reproduced in the original Punjabi text
and underneath is the transliteration in Roman-English, for the benefit of
those who cannot read Punjabi. On the opposite page is the English
translation, line by line. In the fool-note, | have given annotations on
difficult words and concepts.

The Dasam Granth edition in the Punjabi script available in the
market, contains 1428 pages. The compositions are in Brij Bhasha,
Hindi, Punjabi and Persian languages, and are printed in the following
order,

Jaap, Akal Ustat, Bachitra Natak, Chandi Charitar | & Il. Chandi
Ki Var, Gian Prabodh,Chaubis Avtar, Shabad Hazare, Savaiye, Khalsa
Mehma, Shastra Nam Mala, Triya Charitra, Zafar Namah and Hikayat.

The Dasam Granth was compiled by Bhai Mani Singh on the
instructions of Guru Gobind Singh's widow — Mata Sundri in 1711.
Scholars have not agreed that all the compositions of the Dasam Granth
are from the pen of the Tenth Guru. However, the Sikh Panth has
accepted the entire Dasam Granth as the work of Guru Gobind Singh.

The present work has been arranged under various headings :
God, Holy Name, False Religion, Transitery World, Universal Brotherhood,
the Khalsa, Yoga and Autobiographical. Suitable hymns have been
presented to throw light on the above themes. The Tenth Guru exposed
the hollowness and futility of ritual, Yogic penance and hypocrisy. On
the other hand, he valued the Brotherhood of man, Meditation on the
Holy Name, Sacrifice for the preservation of Truth and Justice, and living
according to the ideal of the Khalsa. His values have stood the test of
time and provide a basis for the progressive survival of mankind.

An introduction to the Dasam Granth has been added. The author
acknowledges his debt to the translations of Dr. Gopal Singh. Bhai Jodha
Singh and annotations of Bhai Randhir Singh.

London Gobind Singh Mansukhani
April 1988




INTRODUCTION TO THE DASAM GRANTH

The Dasam Granth is the second Holy Book of the Sikhs. There
are three versions of the work, namely : Bhai Mani Singh's Bir, Patna
Sahib Bir and Sangrur Bir. Giani Kartar Singh has mentioned nine litho-
graphic and printed editions, The most acceptable edition is the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji Dasam Patshahi, published by Munshi Gulab Singh &
Sons, Lahore, in Sambat Guru Nanak 444 (1913 A.D). This edition has
1399 pages of 19 lines each. The popular printed edition available today
has 1428 pages. The total number of verses is 17,155.

Its Contents

Jap Sahib : This contains 199 verses which praise the atiributes
of God. More than 900 names have been used for the Lord; some are
positive, others are negative. For example, the first quotation contains
both positive and negative aspects of God, while the second contains
only negative ones:

(i) "I salute that God who is Unborn:

| salute that Lord who is most Beautiful." (21)

(i) Formless, Peerless, Beginningless, Birthless,
Bodyless, Colourless, Desireless, Dauntless.” (30)

Akal Ustat : This is one of the finest works of the Tenth Guru. The
litle "Akal Ustal" means "Praise of the Immortal Lord. * Here, the Guru
uses new names for God like Sarabloh (All-steel), Sarab-kal (All-death),
Kharag-ketu (with a banner decorated by the imprint of the sword). This
God is the embodiment of fearlessness and courage. The Guru rejects
the idea of any chosen people, that is any group being favoured by the
Lord - the Jews, the Muslims, the Christians. The Akal Ustat includes
Ten Swayyas found in the Nitnem. The Guru rejected idol-worship and
also the traditional marks of symbols of holiness. He emphasised
repeatedly the brotherhood of man and the need for serving our fellow-
men .

Bachitra Natak : The title means The wonderful drama', it is a
'Drama of Life'. It includes details of the Guru's life and wonderful per-
formances of legendary deities and popular heroes. The Guru begins
the work with an invocation to "The Sword™— one of his Symbols for
God.

Chandi Charitra : This details of battles of Chandi with various
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8. Adana [Rag] @ B (1

9. Basant (Rag] ... § )
10. Bhairav [Rag] ... 5 )
11, Dhanasri [Ragini) o U]
12. Gauri (Ragini] ... » @
13, Kafi (Ragini] ... : (5)
14, Kedara [Rag] ... ' 1)
15, Maru [Rag] ... : @)
16. Paraj [Ragini] ... b &)
17. Sarang [Rag] ... ! 6
18. Suhi [Ragini] ... » 3)
19. Tilang (Rag] ... » )

The musical notes are at times martial, at times peaceful and
soothing. We have both secular and sacred music in this Granth. The
poet and the singer in the Tenth Guru join hands together to offer beautiful
pictures and patterns in melody.

Diction

Guru Gobind Singh used Punjabi, Brij, Arabic and Persian words
which suited the theme and the mood. Sanskrit words dominate the
devotional compositions. Sometimes he used words from dialects like
Dingal (Rajasthan) and Avadhi (Patna). As a conscientious artist in words,
his semantic diversity is amazing. Onomatopoeic words and rhythmic
syllables are found in plenty, as for instance, the cawing of the crows -
Kah Kah su Kookat Kan Kiyan.

The importance of the Dasam Granth is three-fold. Firstly, itis a
source of material on the life and work of Guru Gobind Singh, particu-
larly the two autobiographical compositions—Bachitra Natak and Zafar
Nama. Historians have drawn largely on these poems for their authenticity.
Secondly, it is a treasury of lyrical poetry, portrait-painting. heroic and
narrative poetry. Thirdly, it is a collectiop of literature in Brij Bhasha,
Punjabi and Persian, belonging to the later medieval India. It also offers
a glimpse into ancient Indian history, folklore and culture. Itis a panorama
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of thousands of years of Indian tradition and civilisation—the procession
of princes and paupers, the learned and the ignorant passing on the
stage in strange costumes, exhibiting the frailties and inhibitions of mortal
man,

Guru Gobind Singh was a prolific poet. At Paonta Sahib, where
most of his literary activity took place, he employed 52 poets who worked
for him in creative writing and translation. Being occupied by his wars
with the hill-chiefs, the Moghul emperor and local governors, he had no
time to compile a book of his own compositions. Later, when some one
suggested that he include some of his own hymns in the Adi Granth, he
rejected the suggestion, saying that his compositions were not his serious
work, that he was merely experimenting with poetry and music, this
humility being responsible for the non-incorporation of his hymns in that
Scripture.

Mata Sundri, the widow of Guru Gobind Singh once asked Bhai
Mani Singh to compile a volume of the Guru's poetry. She handed over
to him all the copies she possessed of his poems. Bhai Mani Singh
also collected copies from others. Bhai Mani Singh, who was a relative
and had been a close companion of the Guru, spent many years sifting
the materials and finally compiled a volume known as The Granth of
the Tenth Master or the "Dasam Granth", in 1721.

The Dasam Granth embodies the philosophy and mission of

Guru Gobind Singh. The Guru's philosophy has both positive and negative
aspects. On the positive side, it declares the supremacy of God and
His moral law. He uses, the power of the sword against the negative
forces, of tyranny, violence and bigotry. His heroic poetry is meant to
inspire, not to entertain. It is a poetry of higher ethics, aesthetically
fulfilling and spiritually gratifying. Above all, it gives a clear picture of
the real world, without any gloss or blackening. Inthe opening scene of
Hussaini Jung (1695), his words are like the blows of a hammer:

"Goaded by the tumultuous booming of drums,

The doughty warriors gave a thunderous roar.

They jumped and leapt with their zeal afire and all intent.

As they plied their weapons with great excitement, inflicting

grievous wounds." (Bachitra Natak)

Onthe other hand, the Guru's caustic criticism of meaningless
ritual, greed and hypocrisy of so-called holy men; is vivid and compelling.
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1. JAAP*

Sri Mukhwak Patshahee Dasvee, Chhapai Chhand, Tav Prasaad
Chakr Chihan ar baran jaat ar paat nahin jih,

Roop rung ar rekh bhekh kou kah na sakat kih,

Achal moorat anubhav prakaas amitoj kahijai,

Kot Indra Indraan Saah Saahaan ganijai,

Tribhavan maheep sur nar asur,

net net ban trin kahat,

Tav sarab naam kathai kavan karam Naam barnat sumat. (1)

* Where "aa” is used, it should be pronounced as ™ as in father.
18




SECTION|
GOD
1.Jaap
God hath no mark, feature, sect, caste or sub-caste.
No one can say about his appearance, colour, figure and dress.
God is eternal, self-illumined and omnipotent.
He is greater than miflions of Indras' and is considered the King of kings.
He is the Lord of the three worlds of gods, men and demons;
The woods and the plants proclaim his infinitude
None can count all His Names; the wise can call
Him by His doings. (1)

1. Indra is the King of Heaven, also god of rain.
* The number at the bottom of each page of this book refers to the page
of the Dasam Granth edition which consists of 1428 pages.
19









3.

"YU

eq wedt g

Mal W@ w3 wRaaceil
Mg Mgl WMEH| MIAIIRII9¢0 ]I
WalHd | mTH| HBY | MY 13 119¢2 (]
HAE | e | vi8d | M3 118 1191
WEH | WMaATH | MaIrd | MeTJ iy 1ad3ll
WEE | YHE | MAaT | HAST HIE 119¢8 |
BT a9 & datl & gUl & I 11/ddll
waaH | MFad | wmafe | M8 11t 119¥E |

3. JAAP
Ek Achhari Chhand

Ajai, Alai, Abhai, Abai. 189
Abhoo, Ajoo, Anaas, Akaas. 190
Aganj, Abhanj, Alakh, Abhakh.191
Akaal, Dayaal, Alekh, Abhekh.192
Anaam, Akaam, Agaah, Adhah.193
Anaathay, Parmaathay, Ajoni, Amoni.194
Na raagay, ha rangay, na roopay, na rekhay.195
Akarmang, Abbaramang, Aganjay, Alaykhay 196



3. JAAP
Ek Achhri Chhand

Of fear free. Ever the same, 189

Not cast into the womb,

Nor destroyed ever,
(Who vaults, all over, like) the sky. 190

Unbreakable. Unpierceable.
Unknowable. Undissolved. 191

Beyond Time. Compassionate.
Unaccountable. Without a garb. 192

Without a name. W thout desire.
Profound and Uncotroded. 193

Not dependent , the Destroyer of all.
Subject neither to transmigration,
Nor to silence. 194

Uninvolved, without colour,
Without form, without sign. 195

Unaffected by deeds. Without doubt.
Unaccountable, and Indestructible, 196.












5. Akal Ustat Patshahl Dasvee.

My only Refuge is my God, the Timeless Being.
Who is All-steel, All-death, All-power,
May He protect me !

Tav Prasaad Chaupai

| bow to the Primal God,

Who pervades the earth, the waters and the interspace.
The First Person, Absolute and Deathless,

Whose light is manifest in the fourteen spheres. 1

He is as much in the elephant as in the ant.
He looks upon the rich and the poor alike.
Unique, Unknowable, not tom by Doubt,
And the Inner-knower of all hearts is He. 2
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8. Akaal Ustat

There are countless Indras at Your door, and countless

four-faced Brahmas, and Krishnas and Ramas.

And those claiming kinship with the moon and the sun,

and the close-cropped sanyasis, and the yogis too bow down to You.
And many were the Mohammads, and the clever ones

like Vyasa', and Kuberas of clean descent, and so many Yakshas.
They all think of You but, O Perfect One, they know

not end : that is how You are called

Infinite and the Self-sufficient Being 257

1. The reciter of Vedas.
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8. Akaal Ustat

Faarsee firangee, fransis kay durangee,

Makraan kay mirdangee teray geet gaaeeat hali.
Bhakhree kandhaaree gor gakhree gardejaachaari ;
Paun kay ahaari, teray naam dhiaaeeat hai

Poorb palaaoo, kaamroop au kamaaoo,

Sabh thhaur mai biraajai, jahaa jahaa jaaeat hai.
Pooran partaapee, jantra mantra kay ataape naath,
Keerat tihaaree ko, na paar paaeeal hai. 266.



9. Akal Ustat

O God, everyone dwells upon You— the Persians,
the Ferangis and the colourful men of France,
And, the delicate people of Makran too hymn Your Praise,
And the dwellers of Bhakhar, of Kandhar and Ghaur,
and the Gakhars, and the Gurdezis too, and fasting
men who live only on air.
In the east in Palau, in Kamrup and in Kamaun, wherever
one goes, one finds You Supreme.
Of Perfect Glory, whom incantations can charm not,
O Lord, there is no limit to Your laudation. (266)












11. Tav Prasaad Savalye

God saves people In different ways from diseases, sorrows and water-
animals.

Our foes may direct their blows at us and yet none of them can scrape
our bodies.

God protects us with His hands and prevents the army of sinners from
harming us.

Why do we talk of anything else ? God protects the individual even
inside the womb. (35)












13. Tribhangi Chhand (Bachitar Natak)

You' (the Sword) are the conqueror of countries and the destroyer of the
armies of the wicked on the battle field; you are the fittest decoration of
walrriors.

Your arm is irresistible, your brightness is resplendent and your radiance
and aura dazzle like the sun.

You bring happiness to the saintly and frighten the wicked and scatter
the sinners; | seek your shelter.

Hail ! Hail ! to the Creator, the Sustainer of the universe;
Hail to the Holy Sword, the Protector of creation (39)

1. God as the embodiment of power is represented by the Sword. He is the
Destroyer of the wicked and is therefore identified with the Sword or
'Bhagwati'.
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14, Savalya (Ram Avtar)

Ever since | have grasped God's feet, | have not thought of anybody
else.

| do not accept the doctrines enunciated by various faiths, believing in
Ram, Rahim, Puranas' and Qoran.

The Simritis,” Shastras® and the Vedas* mention different concepts but |
do not subscribe to any of them.

O God, the Sword-bearer (of justice) ! With Your Grace, all that has been
uttered by me has been done under Your command. (254)

Puranas : The anclent Hindu books of legend and mythology.
Simritis : Traditional law-books of the Hindus.
Shastras : The six books of Indian philosophy.
Vedas : The four scriptures of the Hindus.
45
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15. Raag Sorath

Prabh joo to kah laaj hamari.

Neel kanthh narhar Narain neel basan banwaari. 1. Rahau
Param Purkh Parmeswar Swaami paavan paun ahaari.
Madhav maha jot madh mardan maan mukand muraari. 1.
Nirbikaar nir jur nindraa bin nirbikh narak nivaari.

Kirpa sindh kaal trai darsi kukrit parnasan kaari. 2
Dhanurpaan dhrit maan dharadhar unbikar asdhaari.

Hau mat mand charan sarnaagat kar gah leh ubaari. 3



15. Raag Sorath (Shabad Hazare)
O God ! My repute (honour) is in Your hands.

You can save me by taking the form of the blue-throated Shiva or the
Man-lion or Vishnu. You move in the water (like Balram) and dwell in the
forest (like Krishna). Pause.

You are the Primal Being, the Supreme Lord, the Sanctifying Being living
on air.

You are the Lord of Lakshmi (goddes of wealth) and the great Light,
Vishnu the destroyer of demon Madhu's pride', and Krishna the killer of
demon Mur.

You are sinless and not subject to decline. You are not subject to sleep
and evil inclinations.
‘You save people from hell.

You are Ocean of Compassion. You are Omniscent in all ages and the
Destroyer of evil actions.

You camry a bow in Your hands. You are also patient . You are the support
of the earth, faultless and the Wielder of the sword.

I, who am foolish, have taken refuge at Your feet. Do grab my hand and
save me. (710)

1. Vishun is called Madhusudan—the killer of Madhu.
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16. Raag Kaliaan [Kalyan] (Shabad Hazare)
O man, do not worship anything other than the Creator.

Regard God, who was from the beginning Unborn, Invincible and
Indestructible as the Supreme Being. Pause.

What did it matter if Vishnu' came into the world and killed the demons?
By showing his wiles to people, he exhorted them to call him God.

How can he (Vishnu) be called God, the Destroyer, the Creator, the
Omnipotent and the Eternal !

He (Vishnu) could not save himself from the blow of the sword of Death,

O stupid person, listen, how can he, who himself is sunk in the ocean of
the world, save you ?

You can escape from the noose of Death, only if you seek the refuge of
the One who existed before the world came into being. (710)

1. Vishnu : The second of the Hindu Trinity, known as the Sustainer or
Praserver.
49






17. Tilang Kafi (Shabad Hazare)
God is the sole Creator.

God is the beginning and the end of everything. He is the Creator and
Destroyer. Pause.

For God, praise or censure is equal ; He has no friend or foe.
What need had he to be the driver of (Arjan's) chariot 7’

God, the Bestower of salvation, has neither father nor mother, nor caste
nor son nor grandson.

What for should he have to come into the world to be known as the son
of Devki 7?

He has created gods and demons and pervades in all directions.

What glory do we offer Him when we call Him by the name of Murar 7°
(711)

1. Lord Krishna was the Charioteer of Arjan's chariot during the War of
Mahabharata. As such he cannol be called God

2 Lord Krishna, the son of Devki, is regarded as an incarnation of God by
the Hindus. God is not subject lo death and Lord Krishna cannot be
called God.

3 Lord Krishna is called Murar/Murari because he killed the demon known
as Mur.
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18. Raag Bilaaval (Shabad Hazare)
Why should God appear in human form 7

Siddhas have failed to find Him anywhere, inspite of their meditations.
Pause.

Narad,' Bias?, Prasur®, Dhru* have sincerely meditated on God.

The Vedas and the Puranas failed and hence gave up all their efforts for
realising Him.

Demons, gods, fiends and goblins say that God is infinite.

God has been represented as the smallest of the small and the biggest
of the big.

God created earth, heaven and all the nether regions and though He is
one, He is known as "The Many".

So the person who seeks refuge in God's protection will escape the

noose of Death. (711)
1. Narad : An ancient Indian sagse.

2. Bias : An ancient Indian sage, also called Vyas.

3. Prasur : An ancient Indian saint.

4. Dhru : An ancient Indian child-saint. It is said that on account of his

bhakti, he was raised to the pasition of the polar star
53























































27.Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye 10)

The Vedas and the Katebas have failed to explain God's mystery.
Siddhas have failed to attain to Him through contemplation.

The Simiritis, the Shastras, the Vedas and the Puranas have conjec-
tured the aspects of God in different ways.

He, the Primal Being, who is without origin and beyond description, saved
Dhru', Ajamal and Prahlad.?

The Holy Name which saved Ganika* the prostitute is the basis of all my
support. 10 (713)

1. Dhru : An ancient Indlan sage who was the son of King Uttanpada.

2. Ajamal : A sinful man who, according to tradition has a son called
Narayan. On his death-bed he called his son Narayan (which means
God) and he was liberated.

3. Prahlad : An Indian saint who was harassed by his father Harnakash.
Vishnu appeared from a pillar in the form of Man-lion and tore Harnakash
10 pieces.

4. Ganlka : A prostitute whom a saint gave a parrot which could utter
"Ram". She rememberad the parrot's word "Ram" which stands for God,
at the time of her death and was thus saved.
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SECTION Il
FALSE RELIGION
28.Tav Prasaad Savaiye

| have gone into the houses of saravags' suddhs?, siddhas®, yogis* and
Jatis.®

| have also come across groups of warrior-demons, nectar-loving gods,
and holy men of different sects.

| have examined the religions of various countries, but none of them
preaches the true devotion to God, the Lord of Life.

All these religions are good for nothing, if they cannot win the love and
grace of God. 1.21 (13)

1.Saravags are sect of Jains who deliberately remain dirty.

2. Suddhs are a religious sect who keep very clean,

3.Siddhas are a sect of Yogls who possess occult powers.

4. Yogis are ascelics who praclise austerities, physical and meditational
exercises.

5. Jatis are a religious sect who remain celibate and keap away from woman

73




29. YA I I RIG ||
Hag g5 A ©H T 7 HeH 3H wda fard ||

Be yg's 339 996 fadts 7is A & 08|
& wiarg w3t 93 U9 v ¢ faeg gaax 2911
Ht gares 9A fas gufs ex ot fag Ea s @71 1R8I

29. Tav Prassad Savaiye

Teerath naan daya dam daan, su sanjam nem anek bisaykhai.
Bed Puran Kateb Quran jameen jamaan sabaan kay pekhal.
Paun ahaar jatee jat dhaar, sabai su bichaar hajaarak dekhai.
Sri Bhagwaan bhajay bin bhupat ek rati bin ek na laykhai. 4, 24
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29. Tav Prasaad Savaiye

If the individual were to bathe at different pilgrim-spots and do acts of
compassion and were to discipline his passions, and perfrom acts of
charity and practise self-control and participate in many rituals.

If he were to study the Vedas, the Puranas, the Quran and other reli-
gious scriptures of all countries and ages,

If he were to live only on air' and were to practise continence and perform
thousands of ceremonies,

All these practices are profitless, without meditation on and love of the
Creator. (14)

1. Living an alr implies fasting. Fasting as such is not approved by the Sikh
Gurus. It confers no spiritual benefit.
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30. Tav Prasaad Savaiye

Of what use is sitting with closed eyes like a crane,’ pretending to
meditate ?

Those who go to pilgrimage and take baths in the seven seas? lose
everything in this world and the next.

They misuse their time in doing evil things and thus waste away their
lives.

| speak the Truth and let all listen to it : Those who love God alone will
merge in Him. (14)

1. A crane generally keeps his eyes half-closed for catching fish. Similarly
hypocritical preachers pretend to meditate with eyes half-closed and as
soon as they find a rich disciple, they prey upon him.

2. The seven seas refer io numerous holy tanks and rivers.

(Hyperbole is a figure ot speech used generally in postry.)
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31. Tav Prasaad Savaiye

Those who go to pilgrimage and take millions of baths, donate lots of
things in charity and keep fasts,

Those who wearing penitential garbs and keeping long hair have wan-
dered in different countries and not found God,

Those who practise millions of postures according to Ashlang Yoga' and
make offerings of limbs and blacken their faces,

Without remembering the Name of the Compassionate and Immortal
God, all of them will have to proceed to the place of the god of Dealh.

(35)

1. Patanjali's system of Yoga Is called Ashtang (eightfold) Yoga. It is based

(i)

(if)
(iii)
(V)
v)
(vi)
(wii)
(viii)

on eight principles as under:

Yama : Practice of non-violence, truthfulness, non-covetousness,

chastity and not receiving anything from another.

Niyama : Austerity, contentment, purity and worship of God.

Asana : Postures and physical exercise to keep the body healthy.

Pranayama : Contral and purification at breathing.

Pratyahara : Control of sense-organs by one's will.

Dharna : Holding the mind on some point or idea.

Dhyana : Meditation on the defty or God.

Samadhi : Condition of trance where one gets in tune with God.
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32. Tatees Savaiye

Kaahoo lai thhok badhai ur thakur, Kahoo mahes ko es bakhaanio.
Kaahoo kahiyo har mandar mai Har,

Kaahoo maseet kay beech pramaanio.

Kahoo ne Raam Kahio, Krishna kaahoo, Kahoo manai avtaaran maanio.
Fokat Dharam bisaar sabai,

Kartaar hee kau kartaa jeea jaanio. 12










33. Tatees Sayaiye
For eons you may worship a stone, bul
it will not gladden your heart.

The image will not confer any boon upon you, with its arms uplifted ina
gracious manner, O dullard !

Tell me, how did you come to repose any trust in it 7 It never helped you
in trouble, 22.

O stubborn wretch, beware; this fruitless ritual will hasten your doom.
22,












35. Tatees Savalye

You did waste time in these deeds, unthinking man! and did never
remember the merciful Lord.

You did banish all feelings of shame O shameless one ! and leaving your
proper work committed evil deeds, bringing no fruit to you.

You had beautiful horses and huge elephants, but you to ride an ass.

Know, foolish person | know this barren path is of ignorance. You lost
the chance and never meditated on the supreme Lord . 25. (715)







36. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye)

For several days, you have read the Vedas and Katebas' but still have
not understood their inner meaning.

You worshipped one god after another and moved from place to place,
but never thought of cherishing the one Lord in your heart.

You have bowed to stones and shrines, but gained nothing.

O foolish mind | Why have you forsaken the mighty Lord and entangled
yourself in vain pursuits ? (715)

7. Kalebas : The relerence Is lo the Semfic scriptures, four in number,
namely Jabur of prophet Daud (David). Tohra of prophet (Moses), Bible
of prophet Christ, and Quran of prophet Mohammed,
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37. Savaiye (Tatees Savalye)

If one goes to the Yogis, they will ask him to surrender all his wealth to
them.

If one runs to the Sanyasis, they will tell him to renounce all his property
in the name of Datta.'

If one goes to the Massands? they will at once demand all his goods.

They all say : “Give us all’, but there is none 1o give me the knowledge
of God. (715)

1. Dattatriya : Datta for short -was the founder of a sact Sanyasis (ascetics).
2. Massands : This was an organisation of Sikh missionarles started by
Guru Ramdas, but it was abolished by Guru Gobind Singh because the
Massands had bacome corrupt and wicked.
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39. Savalye (Tatees Savaiye)
Why are you exhorting the people to perform actions which are useless?

Why are you running after weaith ? You will not be able to run away from
the clutches of Death.

There in God's court, none will bear witness in your favour, not even
your sons, wife, friends or disciples.

Think it over, O ignorant brute ! You shall have to go alone in the end.

(716)













41.Tav Prasaad Savaiye

If mighty emperors were to go round and conquer all the countries, after
beating different kinds of drums of war,

It a number of beautiful elephants were to trumpet boidly and if thou-
sands of horses of high breed were to neigh (in their palaces).

Such emperors living in the past or in the present or likely to exist In the
future cannot perhaps be correctly counted,

Yet without worshipping the Name of God, they have to leave (in utter
helplessness) for their final home (of death) (31)







42. Tav Prasaad Savaiye

If there were veteran, strong and invincible soldiers, equipped with coats
of mail and capable of subduing the enemy.

If filled with conceit, they thought they would never quit the battle-field,
even though hard mountains—if furnished with wings—could leave their
places,'

If they were powerful to break into bits the revolting armies and twist
their heads and even crush the pride of furious elephants.

Without the merciful glance of God, such brave soldiers would leave the
world empty-handed. (14)

1. Even if mountains could move, the warriors would not quit the battle-field.
They would keep their ground in spite of terrible enemy-pressure.
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44.Tav Prasaad Savalye

Men who possess mighty elephants become kings and rule over the
whole world,

Men who take numerous ritual-baths and give in charity elephants and
other animals and marry at special savambars,'

All these and even Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu and Indra shall at the end fall
into the noose of Death.

But those who fall at the feet of God and seek His protection shall not go
through the cycle of transmigration.? (14)

1. Special functions held In anclanttimes for the selection of marriage partnars.

2. Transmigration is tne cycle of birth, death and rebirth,
106







45. BACHITRA NATAK
Rasaval Chhand

The Ramas, as many there were,
All came to an end.

And the Krishnas too

Couldn't last for ever. 70

Neither the angels stay, nor the Buddhas.
Neither the god of gods', nor the demons survive. 71-72

The incarnation, called Narsingha?, Man-lion was also
subject to Death.

So were the most powerful conquerors
Destroyed by the All-powerful Time. 73

Bawan?®, The diminutive incarnation (of Vishnu),
Was also smothered by Death. 74

1. God of gods, refers to Indra.
2. He killed king Harnaksh to save Bhagat Prahlad
3. Incarnation of Vishnu.
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48, Savaiye

To tan tiyagat hi sunray jarh ! 'Pret' bakhaan triya bhaj jai hai.

Putr, kalitr, sumitr sakha,'lh baig nikaarah' aais dai hai.

Bhaun bhandaar dharaa garh jetak chhadat praan bigaan kahai hai.
Chet ray chet ! Achet maha pas ! ant kee baar akelo ee jai hai. 33 (716)
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46. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye)

Listen, you ignorant one : As soon as you leave your body, your wife
shall run away from you, calling you a "ghost'".

Your sons, your wife, companions and fast friends shall all shout 'Make
haste to take out the dead body".!

As soon as you breathe your last, all your houses, treasures, land and
forts will pass on to others.

Reflect and ponder, you great brute; you shall have to go alone in the
end. (716)

1. In hot countries like India, dead bodies are generally disposed of within

twenty four hours to avoid risk of putrafaction of decomposition.
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47. Akaal Ustat

Koubhaiwmmdeenasanyasikouiogibraiokoubtahmcharihouiall
unmaanbo.

Hindoo Turk kou Rafilmaamsﬂinwmldjaalsdﬂniehlpahdmnbo.

Karta kareem soi Raazak Raheem oee, doosro na bhed koi bhool bharm
maanbo.

EkhlltisavsabhhikoGwdevek. ek hi saroop, sabhai ekai jot jaanbo,
15.85(19)
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SECTION V
UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD
47. (Akaal Ustat 15, 85)
Some one shaves his head and becomes a Sanyasi, another becomes
a Yogi, another Brahmchari and yet another an ascetic.

Some are Hindus, others are Muslims, some are Rafjis, Imams and
Safis, but all belong to the one race of humanity.

Karta' and Karim? are one and the same (God).

He is called a Razak,® and Rahim? there is no difference; to think
otherwise would be a mistake.

Worship only one God, who is the Supreme Guru of all, and regard His
Form as one and His Light as pervading in all. (19)

1. The Hindus call God Karta which means the Creator.
2. The Muslims call God, Karim which means the Good.
3. The other names used by Muslims for God are Razak-the Sustainer and
Rahim-the Compassionate.
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SECTION VI
THE KHALSA

50. Savaiye (Tatees Savaiye 1)

He (the Khalsa)' meditates on the Ever-radiant Light, day and night, and
rejects all else but the One Lord from his mind.

He decorates himself with perfect love and faith and believes not in
fasts, tombs, crematoriums and hermit-cells even by mistake.

He knows none except the One Lord in the performance of acts of
pilgrimage, charities, compassion, austerity and self-control.

Such a man in whose heart shines the full Divinely radiant Light is a true
and pure Khalsa. (712)

1. This hymn which defines the Khalsa was obviously composed by Guru
Goebind Singh after the creation of the Khalsa Brotherhood in 1699 A D.
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51. Savaiya (Krishanavtar)

Blessed is the life of that person in the world' who recites the Holy
Name with his mouth and contemplates war against evil in his mind.

He regards the body as a temporary vesture and uses the boat of the
Lord's Name to cross the rough world-ocean.

He makes a closet of patience in the body and illumines the mind with
the lamp of divine knowledge,

He takes up the broom of (spiritual) wisdom in his hands and sweeps
away all cowardice and falsehood. (570)

1. Here is the concept of the Ideal Man of Guru Gobind Singh which was
concretised by the creation of the Khalsa.
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SECTIONVII
YOGA
54. Shabad Hazare Ramkali 3.1

O man! Practise renunciation in this manner,

Regard your house as a forest (retreat) and live as a hermit in your
heart. Pause.

Make countenance your matted hair, communion with God your bath,
and performance or religious duties the growing of long nails.

Make divine knowledge your religious preceptor, enlighten your own soul
and smear your body with the ashes of God's Name,

Eat little and sleep little; love the practice of compassion and forbear-
ance.

Be calm and contented and thus you will gain freedom from the Three
States.'

Keep your mind away from lust, anger, pride, greed, obstinacy and worldly
love.

Thus you will see the essence of your own soul and also realise the
Supreme Lord. (709)

1. The Three States are Rajas, Tamas, Satva. Rajas implies anargy, desire
and attachment and causes people to do work., Tamas implies ignorance
and sloth and makes people lazy. Satva implies goodness and purity
and promotes the pursuit of knowledge creative arts and healthy living.
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55. Shabad Hazare, Ramkali 3.2
O man ! Practise yoga in this way.

Make truth your horn', integrity your neckiace and apply the ashes of
meditation to your body. Pause.

Make the control of the mind your harp and the support of the Holy
Name your alms.

Play the charming strings of God's Name so as to produce the delightiul
divine melody.

Vibrations of sweet tunes will create the waves of blissful music of
divine knowledge.

Thus the gods, demons and ascetics will be wonder-struck and the riders
of celestial chariots will become divinely intoxicated.

O Yogi, instruct your soul, wear the uniform of self-disciplne and remem-
ber God's Name silently and continuously in your own heart.

Thus your body will always shine like gold and the demons of death will
not frighten you. (710)

1. These are referances to the Yoagi's paraphernalia like horn, necklace, ashes,
harp, etc
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56. Savaiye (Tatees Saviye)

The Yogi, by show of meditation, the growth of matted locks' on the
head, long nails on the fingers has deceived all people.

He, by applying ashes on his face and roaming hither and thither, has
duped the gods (good people) and demons (bad people).

He, overwhelmed by greed has gone from house to house (to collect
alms) and forgotten the code of discipline {contentment) of true Yoga.

He has lost all his self-respect and missed the goal; without real devo-
tion God can never be realised. (715)

1. These are references to the Yogl's paraphernelia, like matted locks, long
nalls, ashes efc.
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57. BACHITAR NATAK
Doharaa

Inthe house of the Bedis was born Nanak, the king of kings, who brought
joy to his followers and became their refuge. Both here and in the
hereafter.4
Chaupai
He established Religion in this dark age,
And showed the Path to all men of faith.
He who accepted his Way,
Was afflicted not by sin.5

He who followed in his footsteps,

Him affected neither sin nor sorrow.

He was delivered of pain and hunger,

And was trapped not thereafter by death 6.

Then, Nanak adopted Angad's form,
And spread this Religion far and wide.
Then, he was known as Amar Das,
As one light kindles another. 7

And when came time for the fulfilment of his blessing,
He was called Ram Das, the Guru.

It was in fulfilment of an old command (of God).

And, then, Amar Das returned to the heavenly abode. 8.
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It was Nanak, the venerable, who was known as Angad.
Thereafter, it was Amar Das who assumed the form of Ram Das.
All this is known to men of faith; but the fools know not the mystery. 9

They distinguish and separate one from the other.

And rare is the one who knows that they, indeed, were one.

They who realised this in their hearts, attained Realisation (of God).
But they who understood it not, were at fault. 10

Ram Das, then, merged in God,
Appointing Arjun as the Guru.

And when Arjun returned to the heavens,
He established Har Gobind in his place. 11

When Har Gobind proceeded to the Abode of God,

It was Har Rai who took his place.

After him came Huri Krishan, his son,

And then it was Teg Bahadur who succeeded him. 12.






58. BACHITAR NATAK

Guru Teg Bahadur was the protector of the tilak (forehead mark) and
Janeu (the sacred thread) of the Hindus,

He performed a unique act in the age of Kali; He made the supreme
sacrifice for the sake of the men of other faith,

He gave his head without a groan ; 13

He did this deed to defend Dharma.

He gave up his head but not his resolve.

Making antics and performing tricks (miraclas),

Is considered disgraceful by holy men. 14

Doharaa

Casting off his bodily vesture on the head of Suzerain of Delhi;

He departed to the Realm of God.

None who came into the world performed such glorious deeds as he. 15
Teg Bahadur produccd dismay in the world

This world cried, "Alas, Alas !

The Heaven rings with greetings of victory. 16
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SECTION Vil
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL
59. BACHITAR NATAK
Chaupai

Now | relate my own story,

How God sent me into the world, while | was absorbed in meditation,
On the site of Hemkunt mountain,

Where the seven peaks shine in glory. 1

That spot is known as Sapt Sring.

Where Pandav kings practised yoga,

There | put in much spiritual effort.

| prayed to God-the Lord of Death. 2.

Thus i continued my meditations,

And became merged in the Divine Being.

My father and mother also worshipped the Indescribable One,

And carried out in various ways several spiritual practices. 3.
Because they served God with greal devotion

He—-the Supreme Guru-was much pleased.

When God gave me His Command,

| was born in this age of Kalyuga.' 4,

My mind was not happy in coming to the world,

Because it was attached to the feet of the Lord.

Somehow, God explained to me His purpose,

And sent me to this world, with His directive, 5. (54)

1. It means the dark age—the period of sin and corruption.
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60. BACHITAR NATAK
Chaupai
For this purpose God sent me.
Then | was born and came into this world.
| tell you what God told me:
| have no enmity with any one. 31
Those who call me God
Will fall into the pit of Hell.
Regard me as a servant of the Lord.
Do not have any doubt about it. 32.
| am the slave of the Supreme Being;
| have come to witness the world-drama’ ;
I tell the people what God told me then;
| shall not keep silent on account of the fear of mortals. 33. (57)

1. Guru Gobind Singh is the only prophet who has written his own
autobiography in poetic form, entitied 'Bachitar Natak' (the Wonderful
Drama ).
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61. BACHITAR NATAK
Chaupai
| have come into this world for this purpose,

The Supreme Guru has sent me for the protection of Righteousness :

"You should propagate righteousness everywhere; Seize and destroy the
sinful and the wicked." 42.

| have taken birth for this purpose,
Let the holy men understand this in their minds.
| have come for spreading Divine religion and for protection of saints,

And for annihilating (uprooting) all the tyrams, 43. (57)

1. This was the two fold mission of the Tenth Guru—to uphold rightecunsess
and to punish the unrighteous.
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62. BACHITAR NATAK
Chaupai (13)

When my father departed for the East, he went to all places of pilgrim-
age. When he reached Triveni,' for many days he distributed charities
and did other meritorious acts. There was | conceived and , later, took
birth in the city of Patna. Afterwards, | was taken to the Panjab, where
| was fondled and nursed with great affection and care. My body was
tended in every way, and | got instruction in every branch of knowledge.
And when | was of an age fit to perform my religious functions, my father
left for the Heavenly Abode.?

1. The place where the three rivers—Ganga, Jamuna and Saraswati meet
near Allahabad.

2. Guru Gobind Singh was nine years old when his father was martyred in
1675.
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63. BACHITAR NATAK
Rasaaval Chhand

Jabai baan lagio, tabai ros jaagio;

Kar lai kamaanang, hanang baan taanang. 31
Sabhai beer dhaaye, saroghang chalaaye,
Tabai taak bannang, hanio ek juanang. 32
Hari chand maaray, su jodhaa lataaray,

Su karor raayang, vahay kaal ghaaiyang. 33
Ranang tiyaag bhaagay, sabhai traas paagay,
Bhaee jeet meree, kirpa kaal teree. 34
Ranang jeet aaiye, jayang geet gaaye,
Dhandhaar barkhay, sabai soor harkhay. 35.

* Faratdu
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63. BACHITAR NATAK
Rasaaval Chhand (31-35)

When | felt the touch of the arrow, my wrath was kindled.

| took up the bow in my hand and showered my arrows upon the enemy.
The enemy advanced towards me, with a shower of arrows. Then | aimed
an arrow and struck one of them dead. Hari Chand too fell at my hands
and another prince called Karor and many chiefs fell dead, and others
fled the field in panic,

| won a decisive battle. O God, it was through your favour that | won. We
sang the songs of victory. All my heroes were pleased and | rewarded
them with much wealth.
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66. Zafar Namah', 77-80

You (Emperor Aurangzeb) use your wisdom and act quickly;

Do reply to this letter as early as possible. 77.

What did it matter if you killed my four sons?’

After all the hooded Cobra (like me)? is still living to punish you. 78.
What manliness is it to extinguish some burning coal,

When the raging fire is spreading in all directons ? 79.

How beautifully the Persian poet (Firdausi) has summed it up :

' The evil-minded act quickly, thus hastening their doom.' 80.  (1392)

*  This means " Letter of Victory®, written by Guru Gobind Singh and
addressed to Aurangzeb.

1. Guru Gobind Singh's reference is to his four sons who died at the hands
of Aurangzeb's army and agents, Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh died fighting
against the Mughal army in the battle of Chamkaur, while Zorawar Singh
and Fateh Singh were bricked alive by Wazir Khan, Governor of Sirhind
in 1704.

2. This is a reference of the remarks of one of the courtiers of Wazir Khan
who advised the killing of the two infant-children of Guru Gobind Singh,
comparing them to the off-spring of a cobra.
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SECTIONIX
SUPPLICATION
67. Chandi Charitra Savaiya, 231

Grant me this boon', O Lord?, that | may never be deterred from doing
good deeds.

| should have no fear of the enemy,

When | go to battie and turn victory to my side. Let one directive guide
my mind exclusively,

That | may ever be zealously singing Thy praises ;

And when the time comes, | should die, fighting heroically on the field of
battle®, (99)

1. This hymn was the favourite prayer of Guru Gobind Singh.

2, The Guru uses the word Shiva for God. The Guru prays to the Aimighty
and not the Hindu deity bearing this name.

3. Heroic death on the field of battie is the goal of Guru Gobind Singh and

the Khalsa.
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69. Kabio Baach Benti Chaupai
Hamaree karo haath dai rachhaa,
Pooran hoi chitt ki ichhaa,

Tav charman mun rahai hamaaraa,
Apnaa jaan karo pritpaaraa. 1.
Humray dusht sabhai tum ghaavah,
Aap hathh dai moh bachaavabh,
Sukhee basai moro parvaaraa,
Sewak Sikh sabhai kartaaraa. 2.
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